COMMONWEALTH NGOs ABUJA DECLARATION 2003

COMMUNIQUE OF THE COMMONWEALTH ASSOCIATION OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS, CANGO INAUGURAL CONFERENCE, ABUJA NIGERIA, DECEMBER 5, 2003

The following communiqué was arrived at during the Inaugural conference of the Commonwealth Association of Non-governmental Associations as follows:
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That the Commonwealth Association of Non-Governmental Organisations CANGO is hereby formed and an International Steering Committee established  to oversee its activities, expand its membership, organise follow-up conferences, establish necessary democratic governance structures vital for a viable and sustainable organisation able to meet its obligations to its worldwide membership.
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Expanding democratic space is imperative for greater and more diverse expression of Civil Society voices and for effective organisation and operation of Civil Society among member states and within countries.
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To realise practical demonstration and internalisation of various development protocols signed by member states especially Commonwealth declarations of 1971  & 1991, UN declarations on Human Rights and Social Justice, practical steps and implemetation programmes should be effected by commonwealth member states;
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The problem of Illiteracy, Poverty, disease, conflict and leadership failures should be tackled with a view to battering the lives of the citizens of the Commonwealth and the world.
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That the much talked about new world order cannot be realised without political, social, economic and environmental justice motivating and controlling the acts and infrastructures established to achieve it in the interest of the greater proportion of the world’s population.
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That Civil Society must be strengthened, must be respected, must be allowed to freely organise and assert itself within member states freely and  in the interest of development and well being of our Commonwealth.
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That global justice, fair international trade should be promoted for the purpose of reducing global poverty, abuse of environmental resources, reduction of violent Conflicts and inducing a faster rate of economic recovery in developing nations.
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That Democracy, attitudes of good governance, respect for human rights and genuine rule of law be deepened to secure entitlements and rights for and by people, enough   for the protection and expression of their dignity.
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Resolution 3508(XXX) of the United Nations requests all regional Economic Commissions to “ prepare studies on the long terms trends in and forecasts of the Economic Development of their respective regions taking into account the National Development programmes of individual countries of the region and the particular characteristics and priorities of the regions.” Thus a greater commitment to effective data gathering and sharing needs to be shown to increase and consolidate the development of the human race.
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That the promotion of entrepreneurship, innovation, developmental creativity and the culture of the encouragement of the expression of genuine talent, responsible for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Industrial and information revolutions is fundamental to the development of any action and should all be imbibed by developing countries to improve their development status while developed nations should continue to avoid dis-development.
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That the problem of HIV/AIDS needs greater will, investment and commitment by governments, business and Civil Society to vigorously combat and eradicate this pandemic.
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That children are the world’s future and our future would not be right if the rights of children are circumscribed or denied; the rights and interests of children therefore should be considered in every development discourse or activity of governments, inter-governmental agencies and Civil Society to secure on a continuous basis, the rights of the world’s children and the world’s future.
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Manifest non-democratic contraptions, values and governments have contributed in no small measure to the poor development status of developing nations.

[image: image14.png]



Commonwealth governments are called upon to effect the signing and ratification of all major international Human rights Declarations and the other various covenants, protocols, instruments, etc which sincere implementation will improve the quality of life of the peoples of the world.
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