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Purposes of CANGO
The Commonwealth Association of Non-Governmental Organisations adopts as its mandate the following purposes and objectives:

1. To unite Non-governmental organisations in the Commonwealth to cooperate and act for the attainment of global peace and advance humanity’s well being.

2. Assist member organisations and individuals to achieve their humanitarian objectives, build a more responsive and better society, expand and build the capacities of effective organisations for volunteerism and humanitarian service in the Commonwealth. 

3. To enlighten its membership, providing them with a forum to further explore and exploit their capacities to solve pressing local, national, international and global problems.

4. To provide a forum to network and use effectively within the Commonwealth, the rising power and responsibility of NGOs in the modern world and harness it for the good of mankind.

5. To promote information sharing, secure working partnerships with the Commonwealth and other intergovernmental bodies to ensure access to rights, voice concerns and provide a forum for interaction and exchange among its membership.

6. To strengthen NGOs’ participation in the Commonwealth legislative processes, safeguard the right of NGOs to access the Commonwealth and to speak and have their voices heard at the Commonwealth.

7. Establish a platform to facilitate dialogue and linkage between Commonwealth NGOs and provide mechanisms that will help them build partnerships and networks to fulfill their humanitarian mission.

8. Empower its Commonwealth wide membership, enable them develop strength, gain respect/recognition, be self-assertive, more efficient and effective organisations.

9. Unite members in support and active promotion of the Commonwealth Declarations with particular emphasis on the Singapore Declaration of 1971 and Harare Declarations of 1991 which stress the need to foster international peace and security, liberty of the individual and equal rights for all, democracy and good governance, the importance of eradicating poverty, ignorance and disease and all forms of racial discrimination, and promote sustainable development.

10. To publish as a service to the membership and the world community in any form or by any means, electronic or manual, information including but not limited to conference proceedings, position papers, newsletters, journals, reports, monographs, etc which the Association deems relevant and consistent with the mission and objectives of the Association.

11. To act as spokesman on issues of mutual concern by working with and building partnerships with other organisations such as the United Nations, the Commonwealth, and other international bodies to voice concerns and advance objectives of its membership while providing members, big and small NGOs alike including those in developing nations with an international voice and platform to express or assert themselves.
12. To provide conferences, local, national and international to build the capacities of members, to accomplish their mission of creating a better society and world, economically, environmentally, politically, socially and morally.
13. To engage in other activities for which non-profit Corporation may be organised under international, federal and state laws and which are considered consistent with the mission and purposes of the Association
Membership of CANGO

CANGO provides opportunity for non-governmental organisations and individuals to be members and to participate in its activities, hold offices, vote and be voted for and participate in its governance and democratic processes.
Classes of Membership

Non-Governmental Organisations constitute the main focus of the Association, though CANGO also has categories of membership available to persons whose interests are consistent with the goals of the Association. Categories of membership delineated by the International Council, include:

a. Organisation membership 

b. Individual membership

A.   Organisation Membership: 

There are several classes of organisation membership: Regular, Junior, Senior, Affiliate and Honorary.

Regular: Regular organisation members consist of authorised Non-Governmental Organisation members whose primary functions are consistent with the goals and objectives of the Association. Such regular organisation members shall have the right to participate fully in the Association’s meetings including the right to vote or be voted for in relation to the organisation as long as it remains authorised. Each regular organisation member shall have the right to designate one voting representative

Junior:  This category is open to young organisations whose primary functions are consistent with the goals and objectives of the Association. Such junior organisation members shall have the right to participate fully in the Association’s meetings including the right to vote or be voted for in relation to the junior Council of the organisation or the organisation itself as long as this remains authorized by the International Council. Each junior organisation member shall have the right to designate one voting representative

Senior Member: This form of membership is open to larger Non-Governmental bodies whose functions are consistent with that of the Association. The International Council establishes guidelines for the granting of such senior memberships. Senior Organisation members shall have the right to participate fully in the Association’s meetings including the right to designate two voting members and such organisations can also hold elective office as long as they are authorized by the International Council.

Affiliate Membership: This shall be available to organisations other than non-governmental organisations such as governmental, inter-governmental and business bodies who in the opinion of the Association are engaged in functions consistent with the purposes of the Association.. Such affiliate members shall however not have the right to participate fully in the Association’s meetings including the right vote or to hold elective office in the Association

Honourary Organisation Members: The International Council is empowered by resolution to admit any organisation, which the said Council considers as having similar goals or objectives as CANGO and to confer Honourary membership status on it. As long as this membership subsists, such Honourary members can participate in meetings and activities of the Association but it or them shall not have the power to vote or to hold any elective office in the Association. Honourary membership of the Association shall subsist at the discretion of the International Council.

B.  
Individual membership: 

Membership classes available to individual natural persons shall be one of the several classes: Associate, Fellow and Honourary.

Associate: Associate Individual membership is available to persons whose interests, activities and/or background are consistent with the purposes of the Association. Associate membership can include individuals active in or engaged in leadership positions of non-governmental organisations, whether or not such organisation is a member of the Association. Associate members shall have the right to participate in the Association’s meetings and activities, but shall not have the right to be vote, vie for or hold elective positions in the Association.

Fellow: This category is conferred in recognition of unusual distinction or excellence exhibited by a certain individual or individuals and is a category of membership conferred by the International Council of the Association. The conferment of this class of membership which shall be a recognition on the basis of excellence in activities and pursuits relevant to the Association’s goals shall include full voting rights and due qualification to hold elective office.

Honourary: This form of membership shall be conferred by the Association on the recommendation of the Secretary-General in recognition of any particular individual’s efforts in improving the quality of life in the world. Such individuals can remain Honourary members unless or until the International Council decides otherwise. Honourary members shall however not possess the right to vote or be voted for though they can participate in other activities of the Association.

Lifetime Membership

Lifetime membership status shall be reserved for individuals who make payments of registration fee determined by the International Council and/or recommendation of the membership committee from time to time. Such fee shall not be less than the cumulative registration for ten years. Such members shall make a one-off payment to cover the lifetime registration fees for membership. However, members of the founding committee, including the initiator, shall have a special lifetime membership of the International Council and of the Association during their lifetime until they withdraw same on their own volition. Such lifetime membership of the founding committee also provides for them to hold any office and to have first consideration for any position vacant during their membership and lifetime. 
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WHY JOIN CANGO NOW





CONFERENCE & SYMPOSIA


NETWORKING WITHOUT FRONTIERS


ESSENTIAL TOOLS FOR NON-PROFITS


PARTICIPATION IN CANGO, VOTING & HOLDING OFFICE


LINKING NGOs TO RESOURCES


PUBLICATIONS


HAVE YOUR VOICE HEARD


ADVISORY SERVICES


HELPING NGOs GROW AND ADVANCE 


BUILDING A STRONG INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT ALLIANCE


MAKING IMPACT ON GLOBAL ISSUES


EMPOWERING AND REWARDING CREATIVE NON-PROFIT SERVICE





Commonwealth Association of Non-Governmental Organisation











…for a better world
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About CANGO


The Commonwealth Association of Non-Governmental Organisations, CANGO is a voluntary association of NGOs of various commonwealth countries and is completely civil society oriented and initiated; and independent of any government or intergovernmental body. It seeks to promote, protect and assert true civil society principles.  It is one of the fastest growing international membership organisations of NGOs in the world today.


Inaugurated by NGOs in December 6, 2004 during the Abuja 2003 Commonwealth Heads of Governments Meeting (CHOGM) as a free association of NGOs in the Commonwealth to promote, protect and develop the non-profit sector in the Commonwealth, CANGO believes that civil society must be strong, must be respected, must be independent, must be organised and must assert itself to effectively carry out the challenges and meet the expectations and needs of our world today.


CANGO is not an arm of the Commonwealth Secretariat or the Commonwealth Foundation as it operates on purely civil society principles which asserts the right of civil society to organise themselves in line with basic human rights principles, and to collaborate with stakeholders in making our world a better place..


Mission of CANGO





The Commonwealth Association of Non-Governmental Organisations is an international organisation whose mission is to serve its member organisations, provide the infrastructure and support needed by non-governmental organisations to grow, expand and multiply their capacities, network, partner, share, connect, empower, enrich, enlighten, interconnect and multiply their contributions to solving humanity’s fundamental problems and create a better world to live in.











“CANGO is a necessary association and its role in the years to come is bound to be important. This conference to my mind, is the beginning of a long journey that will benefit a lot of NGOs in the commonwealth, with resources and tools, networks that will enhance productivity, impact and performance levels.”  Prof Femi Ajibola, New Nigeria Foundation, Lagos Nigeria





“What is going on here has definitely changed the structure and dynamics of NGOs in the Commonwealth.  It has introduced a new phenomenon, where civil society has to organise itself. We all should contribute to this effort. “  Jack Nightingale, Toledo Association of Sustainable Enterprises, TASTE, Belize





“The Commonwealth Association of NGOs (CANGO) extends the global infrastructure for NGOs to make more impact and grow stronger. Membership of CANGO is desirable and the programs of the Association are very good, and we all should make the best use of what we have learnt and seen. “  Mrs Augustine Quashingah, FEMNET Ghana, & Ghana Association of Private Voluntary Association





May you afford me the privilege of congratulating you on the phenomenal work you have done so far


Sandiso M. Dlamini, Mayor, Manzini Junior City Council


Kingdom of Swaziland 





Rhythms & Faces of the CANGO Conference 2003


The Conference featured remarks from the Convenor,  Dele-Israel Ikeorha, Ambassador for Peace, Initiator/Convenor CANGO who informed the 157 delegates on the Mission of the Commonwealth Association of NGOs, to be, among other things “to serve its member organisations, provide the infrastructure and support needed by non-governmental organisations to grow, expand and multiply their capacities, network, partner, share, connect, empower, enrich, enlighten, interconnect and multiply their contributions to solving humanity’s fundamental problems and create a better world to live in. Our focus is to expand and build the capacities of effective organisations for volunteerism and humanitarian service in the Commonwealth.”


Presenting her special remarks to the conference, Ms Helen Dalton, Chief Programme Officer of the Commonwealth Foundation, organisers of the Commonwealth People’s Forum, informed the delegates that the Conference was holding as an independent event at the CPF and represents civil society initiative to assert itself. He told the delegates that CANGO is not an arm of the Commonwealth. He wished the delegates a wonderful deliberation at the Conference which she, despite her busy schedule was present intermittently to the end.


Presenting the welcome Address on behalf of the Conference Organising Committee, COZY of CANGO,  Ms. Victoria Upah, mpin, Chief Programme Officer, CANGO 2003 and Vice President, Development Clinic International, DECI, Host & Convening NGO of CANGO, welcomed the participants to the Conference and stated “Here in Abuja, Nigeria, not too far away from where we are now, Heads of Governments of 54 member countries of the Commonwealth are meeting. Their decisions or indecisions or missions, actions and inactions on any matter will affect our Commonwealth. Our responsibility as custodians of the civil society spirit, our challenge as representatives of our people just as they are is to ensure that they do not take decisions that will make our quest for a better world to be compromised or deferred to another decade, another century of even another millennium.”


Presenting the main paper on Networking and Coalition Building, Dr. Georgiana Ngeri-Nwagha of the United Nations Children Fund, UNICEF, one of the supporting sponsors of the Conference, took delegates though the advantages of networking and coalition building, differences, pitfalls to avoid etc. She advised that for effective networking it is imperative that the promoters  “Choose Unifying Issues, Understand and respect each group’s in the network or coalition’s self interest,  Structure decision-making carefully,  Develop a common strategy,   Be strategic, Distribute credit fairly, Formalise your coalition.  It is best to make explicit agreements and to ensure that everyone understands what their responsibilities and rights are to avoid conflict.  There should also be a central co-ordination and good internal communication to ensure the effective running of the coalition,  and Coalition leaders should make efforts to be transparent and accountable with all resources accruing to the coalition to encourage trust building.” Other speakers at the Conference include “Young People, Sexuality, Gender and HIV/AIDS by Ms. Cesnabmihilo Dorothy Aken Ova, INCRESE, “Building a Protective Environment for Children by Mrs. Maryam Uwais, Special Rapporteur on Child Rights, National Human Rights Commission of  Nigeria and Wife of the Chief Justice of the Federation, Federal Republic of Nigeria”, “Protecting Children from Abuse and Neglect, By Prof Peter O Ebigbo, Professor of Psychological Medicine/Consultant Clinical Psychologist, University of Nigeria Teaching Hospital, Enugu & Federal Neuro-Psychiatric Hospital Enugu Nigeria; Member, Africa Union Expert Committee on the Rights of the Child” at Sessions on Child Rights and HI/AIDS sponsored by UNICEF among others. 


The Conference also featured the presentation of the Byelaws of CANGO by the Convenor, and interactive discussion on the way forward. The Conference also featured a nomination and selection period for the constitution of an International Steering Committee; which ended with nominations from Belize, Singapore, Ghana, Nigeria and India. Lunch and Tea Break Sessions was also sponsored by UNICEF at the Conference. The next Conference was set for Johannesburg South Africa.














